AN ACT

ENTITLED, AnActtoprovidefor theredistricting of boards of county commissionersunder certain

circumstances and to declare an emergency.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA:

Section 1. That chapter 7-8 be amended by adding thereto aNEW SECTION to read asfollows:

Notwithstanding the provisions of 8 7-8-10, if amajority of the board of county commissioners
of any county become aware of facts that call into question whether the county's commissioner
districts comply with state or federal law, the board of county commissioners may request that the
Governor and secretary of state grant the board permission to revise the boundaries of the county
commissioner districts.

Section 2. That chapter 7-8 be amended by adding thereto aNEW SECTION to read asfollows:

The Governor and secretary of state, after consultation with the board of county commissioners,
may jointly issue to the board of county commissioners awritten order affirming that good cause
exists for redistricting and authorizing the board of county commissioners to revise the county's
commission districts based on information from the last preceding federal decennial census.

Section 3. That chapter 7-8 be amended by adding thereto aNEW SECTION to read asfollows:

The board of county commissioners may, within one hundred eighty days of receipt of such
written order, redistrict the county's commission districts once to avoid any perceived or potential
violation of state or federal |aw. Thecommissionersmay change the boundaries of the commissioner
districts in order that each district shall be as regular and compact in form as practicable and shall
redistrict the county so that each commission district contains an appropriate number of residents,
asdetermined by thelast preceding federal decennial census; or the board of county commissioners
may, at its discretion, choose to have all of its commissionersrun at large. Such redistricting shall

occur only after giving notice by publication for at least one week in the official newspapers of the
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county.
Section 4. Whereas, thisAct isnecessary for the support of the state government and itsexisting
public institutions, an emergency is hereby declared to exist, and this Act shall bein full force and

effect from and after its passage and approval.
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